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End of line looms for Tokyo’s ‘seat-free’ trains

The Yomiuri Shimbun
———— .
Thirty years after their introduction, =55
it will soon be the end of the line for =
seat-free trains in the Tokyo
metropolitan area.

The trains, which have seats that
can be folded up to provide more
standing room during the morning
rush hour, will be phased out by
2020 because new lines that started
operating in recent years have
eased commuter congestion and the carriage doors do not align with standard platform-edge doors.

Just after 8 a.m. on a weekday morning in late January, a company employee in his 50s got off a
JR Chuo-Sobu Line seat-free train at JR Shinjuku Station in Tokyo. "I'm used to these trains, but it's
a pain when the train is empty and | can't sit down," he said with a wry smile.

According to East Japan Railway Co. (JR East), the standing-only cars were introduced on the
Yamanote Line in 1990. The fold-up seats were installed in two of the train's 11 cars, and they were
tucked away for weekday services between the first train and 10 a.m. Another distinguishing feature
was these cars had six doors on each side, rather than the usual four, to make getting on and off
easier.

[1] ROBAREZEBICLEL LS,

The Yomiun Shirrbn

Passengers at JR
Shinjuku Station in
Tckyo stand in an
East Japan Railway
Co. train whose

- seats have been
folded up during
rush hour.
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The trains which have seats that can be folded up.
-
[ ,
seat-free train: 4 A7 LE . room: Z2fE]. phase out: EXFERIIZEE LT 5. ease: $2F19 5. congestion: SR .

align: (JR#&IZ) &5, be used to~ : ~[ZIBN TS, wry: (BEZ) LA 1=, install: #A#A L, tuck away: LEL VA
ATLZES. distinguishing : B2 7% getting on and off: FIEE D FY Y
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About 800 Kawazu-zakura cherry r = 4
trees are beginning to bloom along |
both sides of a river in Kawazu,
Shizuoka Prefecture, about a week
earlier than usual, according to the
town’s tourism office. In some =
sections, the trees are already in full =
bloom. The deep-pink blossoms will ¢
be illuminated during the night for
one month starting 10 February in
the Kawazu-zakura festival.
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